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Spiritually 20/20

Esther So (USA)

Pastor Grant Metcalf, a blind person, named his ministry as
Bartimaeus Alliance of the Blind (Bartimaeus was a blind man whom
Jesus healed, Mark 10:46). Pastor Grant held a yearly retreat at a camp
ground in northern California for the last 20 years. About 17 people,
not all Christians, attended the camp; they carried their canes and
some had guide dogs. There were 12 of us who are sighted. Our job
was to guide them to places, ensure their safety, offer necessary
assistance and make their camp experience more meaningful.

The blind were always on time coming to the meeting. When we
gathered for worship and meeting, we always started with classic
hymns and contemporary worship songs. I was so impressed with their
singing. They sang from their hearts and with full voice and even to
the point of shouting with joy. I found myself also singing loud as I
never had the chance to do so at church. They all had the thick Braille
hymnals; all pages are white with raised dots. We noticed some
touched the dots with both hands like playing the piano back and forth
and some only used one hand. They could not bring their Braille Bible
because they are as big as a set of encyclopedia!

Blindness can be physical or spiritual. (Jesus referred to the
Pharisees as spiritually blinded, therefore still living in sin, John
9:40-41). Obviously the physically blind people in this camp are
spiritually sighted. Instead of complaining about their physical
condition (blindness), they praised and worshipped God from their
hearts, very often more dedicated and devoted than sighted people. We
have much to learn from them,

During the sermons, they all had their eyes closed (what an
unusual scene compared to the sighted churches) and some brought
their recorders or talking laptop. They listened attentively, asking
questions and giving comments, and some of them seem to know their
Bible very well. An interesting scene I noticed; we heard some snoring

37



at the beginning of the sermons. I thought to myself: they all had the
eyes closed, who knows if they were really listening or sleeping. Isn't
it rude to fall asleep at the beginning of the sermons, but later I
realized the snoring came from the guide dogs! The dogs lay
obediently at their masters’ feet and snored!

While getting to know some of them, I asked how they live, and
surprisingly most of them live alone, take care of themselves, cook
and clean and go places by themselves walking, taking buses, trains
and even went on a plane. And they are very independent and mostly
cheerful; there is no sign of sorrow or depression as I originally
thought they were. They also joked and made fun of each other and
they are well aware of the current events. Excuse me for being naive,
it's hard to believe they are blind. Many times I saw them bump into
walls, doors and windows, but they just searched with their canes
without showing frustration and being upset. There was no sign of
self-pity at all. I was comforted that if someday I go blind, I know I
probably could handle it with the grace and the help from the Lord

A lot of them love the Lord and their faith is real and close to
their hearts. Before the service someone would open the hymnal and
started touching the Braille and read or sang by themselves (we don't
see that at sighted churches). One of the ladies was even a missionary
for many years to the blind and disabled. One person is currently
doing a tape ministry for the blind. Another lady who has been blind
since she was 4 or 5, said, one day when she can see again, the first
person she would see is Jesus! Wow, what a statement of faith!

Jesus is the Lord of resurrection and life. All Christians, blind or
sick, can look forward to the day when they will receive sight, and
made whole again. Here lies the hope of all Christians. Therefore, we
should be patient when we suffer. We, who are well and sighted,
should be thankful for the gift of our senses and limbs, and should
make good use of our eyes to read the Bible diligently, and serve God
to the fullest extent while we can speak, sing, listen, and walk. Blessed
be the name of the Lord!
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