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Devotional KingShip and LordShip

Marlene L. Go (Philippines)

1 & 2 Kings are narratives that demonstrate how successful a
reign will be, depended on how obedient to the Torah, the particular
king is. The division of the Israel kingdom started with the
disobedience of one king. It initiated a cycle of ups and downs for
Judah and continuous downward spiral for Israel. Kings were
differentiated on how faithful they were to God — depending on
whether they obeyed the ultimate commandment — ‘to love the LORD
your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul’.
Solomon’s prayer of dedication reflected his faithfulness to God. He
acknowledged that he was put there on the throne only because of
God’s faithfulness to His covenant with His servants who continue
wholeheartedly in His ways. Solomon showed that his sincerity to
seek God’s face and guidance in His reign. He knew that he needed
God’s presence to defeat his enemies. He admitted to the wickedness
of his people and asked God to forgive them and listen to their prayers.
Solomon showed humility in his prayer — he knew he could only rule
with God’s wisdom and provision.

So it is with leaders today. Every leadership is a gift from God.
God gives authority to whom He appoints and chooses. Most of the
leaders he chose started from humble beginnings. Moses was called
after tending sheep in the desert for 40 years. David was the youngest
from the humblest of tribes. He was just a shepherd boy. God told
Samuel “The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."
God seeks those whose heart is loyal to Him — those who know that
their kingship is dependent on acknowledging God as their LORD. It

-32-



does not mean that the leader is infallible and will not sin. Even David
had his moments of weakness. But God accepted his prayer of
repentance. David admitted at once that he committed a sin against
God — he acknowledged his iniquity. He humbled himself to God. It is
a sad fact that often times, a leader who does not admit he is at fault,
contributes to his own downfall with continued errant ways. He drags
the people he is leading down with him. His followers have to suffer
the consequences of his mistakes. This was seen in the plight of all the
evil kings recorded in the kingdom of Israel and even so with the ones
of Judah.

I am blessed and privileged that God has called me to a place of
leadership in the choir ministry and the children’s ministry. I need to
be aware of the sin of pride which was the downfall of the leader of
God’s heavenly choir. I have to become like a child in all meekness
and humility. I am to lead acknowledging that I am only an instrument
of God to minister to His people and to fulfill the task of bringing
ultimate glory to God alone. Indeed, the LORD God is one and the
only LORD worthy of obedience of all His creation.

sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k >k >k >k >k >k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k 3k Kk >k >k >k >k k

Humour

Anonymous
A Sunday school teacher was telling her 10 year old students the
parable of the good Samaritan. She asked: “What lessons can be learnt
from this parable?”

One student answered: “Before you travel, it’s better to buy travel
insurance and accident insurance so that you don’t need to bother
others to help you.”
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1. When the scout leader was arrested for possession of drugs > the
scout realized that their hero had feet of clay.
2. Don’t be surprised that this Nobel prize winner was rumoured to be
a wife-beater. He has feet of clay like most respected figures.

3. Many great geniuses in history had feet of clay. No one is perfect.
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1. The recent medical check up was the road to Damascus for this
alcoholic to become a teetotaller.

2. The frequent occurrence of intense flooding was the road to
Damascus for John, a skeptic of climate change, to a staunch
supporter of the green environmental movement.

3. After his only child was killed by shooting, it became his road to
Damascus for firearms to be strictly banned.

4. A trip to this poverty stricken region in Africa is the road to
Damascus for the film director who decided to become a champion
to fight poverty.
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