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Journeying through Conflicts, Spiritual
Encounter and Transformation
Marlene L. Go (Philippines)

Life is a journey. God created men and this is the start of a long
purposeful and colourful passage — from the time a man is born to the
time he meets his Creator, he goes through a series of conflicts and
resolutions, discord and reconciliation of triumphs and defeats. But
for a Christian, these are God’s means for spiritual encounters and
transformation. God is sovereign — He has the right to choose whom
He pleases and He has the authority to do as He pleases. He gives men
his own free will. Man has the choice to act on each significant or
trivial event of his journey. He is shaped by his own choices and
actions of people around who also make their choices. How he reacts
and perceives each event of his life determines his actions and
decisions to succeeding events and outcome. Abram feared for his life
thinking that the Egyptians would harm him because of his beautiful
wife. This perception dictated the deception that followed. Surely, he
discovered God’s favour and protection upon him. God has His good
intentions and power to turn each act and decision of man into a
spiritual encounter with Him, all for the purpose of transforming man
into a better being — eventually bringing glory to Himself.

All my young life, I was sheltered and protected by my parents.
Although we are just a middle class family, my dad - a salesman and
my mom — a teacher, God provided for our needs with much to spare.
Life then was simple — be an obedient child, a diligent student and a
good Christian. Through all these trials, I saw how God worked in
transforming us to cling closer to Him. My mom never ceased to pray
each day of her life — and I know that her prayers sustained us through
our journey. When I got married, God led me into the start of another
phase of my life — to turn me from dependence on my parents to
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dependence on Him. From a life of relative comfort and peace, I was
put in unfamiliar territories. I tried to learn the joy of doing household
chores. I discovered the discomfort of conflicts with my elderly
traditionally Chinese in-laws. 1 went through the difficulties and
frustrations of taking care of my baby. Looking back, I know now that

God put me in this family to transform me — in each trial and difficulty,

I saw my helplessness and His faithfulness.

Today, I am in still another stage in life’s journey - the
middle-ages. I realize how critical it is to find spiritual encounters in
the midst of crisis. The process of life brings a series of changes to
man — no matter physical, emotional, psychological, intellectual, or
spiritual — these changes influence man’s choices, actions and
reactions to events in his life. I glimpse a bit of God’s intentions
putting me through this crisis to transform me from a life of
complacency to a life of struggle, from pride for achievements to
humbling experiences of submission and obedience. I used to be an
easily-contented person quite satisfied with what God gave me — |
know my limitations and my capabilities, my strengths and
weaknesses. It is all right that I have a popular and capable younger
sister; I do not mind being Martha’s sister; I do not mind being
Hannah’s mom. But God pulled me from the shadows and put me in
the limelight — in places of leadership for His purpose. He is teaching
me how to discern self-worth and inferiority, humility and pride,
self-dependence and God-dependence. In each conflict, I learned
lessons in defeat and praise in victory. I experienced how pride begets
conflicts and how humility brings resolutions. Life is a journey full of
struggles — but amidst these struggles, God allows me to encounter
Him — sometimes face to face in His word, sometimes heart to heart
through a fellow traveler but all the time, through the Holy Spirit who
is the ever-present companion in my journey. Praise the Lord!
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