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nevotio THE CHURCH Ag
AHEALING COMMUNITY

Rev. E. Lua (Philippines)

Is it true that even in churches people are suffering, and yet go on
unnoticed? Is it true that many are crying out for help without being
heard? Is it true that many are wounded, yet are left out in the open
and eventually die? Unfortunately this is true. A lot of times this has
happened.

There was this cartoon before which typifies this situation. A
man was drowning in a river when his friend passed by and asked,
"Did you fall into the river? Is the river cold?" He then proceeded to
give him some advice until finally he noticed that he is struggling. "I
think you're sinking." The man finally said, “If it is not too much
trouble, would you mind rescuing me?"

How often have this happened in our churches? Do we find
ourselves seeing our fellow believers in need but doing nothing about
it?

How often have we engaged in conversation about - or with -a
suffering person, but somehow manage not to get involved. We may
even ask them how they are doing and verbally express our concern.
On the other hand, some people may actually show care and say "Just
call on me," but never offer to help them.

Many a times though that call won't come, even though we are
sincere in offering help. Why? People are reluctant to ask for
help-even suffering people. Yet we may see them send out signals that
indicate they are in need or in trouble. Surprisingly, many of us do not
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even seem to notice their signals until they get desperate.

One writer made a research on this problem. He named 5 reasons
why people tend to keep their problems to themselves:

1. The usual church services are not designed for this.

2. We feel it is a sign of weakness to admit we have problems.

3. We feel also that it is a reflection on our faith to have
problems.

4. Our relationships in the church are not deep enough.

5. Finally, we feel that it just would not do any good to tell
anyone about our problems. (Orien Johnson)

These are all valid reasons in that they are true. But if the church
is to be a healing community, then we must work towards overcoming
these barriers and really reach out to others in love and give God the
glory as problems are solved and relationships strengthened.

We must be sensitive enough and be risk takers in involving our
lives with the lives of other people. The way people sometimes send
out signals that they need help are more subtle than obvious. Some
may withdraw and become unusually quiet, others may become very
talkative and almost hyperactive. One may become very passive while
another argumentative and angry (William Fletcher). No matter what
they do, we must recognize it and respond lovingly. Jesus intended the
church to be a place where people's hurts and pains could be healed as
we minister to one another.

Can you hear someone calling out to you? How are you going to

respond to his call?
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