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Whenever there is news about a certain food has been
contaminated, such as tainted milk products, eggs and lettuce, our
interest will be aroused in finding if we have this type of food at
home. We can never tolerate substandard goods and services, products
which are less than perfect. Nobody likes to live in buildings with
shoddy construction standards. Neither can anyone tolerate reckless
driving behaviours which might lead to serious consequences.

Why are we being so conscious about all these? Obviously, we
want to protect ourselves from harm and we don't want any of the
contaminated stuffs get into our body so we could maintain our health
and stay strong. There is nothing wrong in being careful in what we
eat. But what about sins--or we may say, small sins in our life, do they
do any harm to our spiritual life? Can we also have zero tolerance to
sin?

Owen is a Christian for over 20 some years. He goes to church,
reads the Bible and prays regularly and involves himself in various
aspects of ministries at church such as leading a small group Bible
study. People consider him a spiritual person. He is well aware of
what sins are and tries to live a godly life. But there are some areas in
his life that seem like small and insignificant weaknesses or sins that
need changes. One of them is cursing when he is angry especially
when he is driving. every time when he is behind the wheel, he found
himself cursing other drivers when they are not doing what he expects
them. He has little or no tolerance to other drivers who do not live up
to his driving standard and will curse them without
hesitation. Although he often asks God to forgive him, but he is a
chronic offender. Does Owen know cursing is a sin, yes, he does. Is
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he sincere when he asks God for forgiveness, yes, he is, but it seems
the need and pleasure of cursing at that driving moment is greater than
his pleading for God's forgiveness, knowing God always forgives
him. Is he taking advantage of God's goodness?

When we read and hear about a sin to avoid, we may not be so
anxious in checking into our lives to see if we have committed this sin
and we probably try to avoid talking about this to our family and
friends because we don't like to admit we are wrong. We may ask God
to forgive us and we will sincerely ask God to help us to change. We
feel good after we did that. But if this is a habit of ours, it is very easy
to repeat the offence because it is part of our life long habit.

We all know God is holy and He wants us to be holy, "Be holy,
because I am holy" (I Peter 1:16). It certainty is an impossible goal to
reach as we probably won't hear any Christian boasting "I am holy
like God." But isn't God's command more important than what the
media tells us? Doesn't God have the ultimate authority telling us
what we should and should not do and be? Accordingly to a survey, a
good percentage of the Christians do not know what being holy
means. "He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the
LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God." Micah 6:11. How can we walk with God
when we are not holy, loaded with sin! That's discouraging as we will
never be as holy as God. Dealing with our sins is a continuous battle
we all have to struggle with as long as we live. Can we ask God to
give us a heart of true repentance and ask the Holy Spirit to guide our
thoughts and heart so we could truly overcome one sin at a time with
the power of our gracious heavenly father? Thanks to His grace, "If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness." (I John 1:9)
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