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h SPIRIT-GFTED PeOPLE

Rev. F. Lua (Philippines)

The church of Jesus Christ is pictured as a body by the apostle
Paul. This was a very appropriate comparison, the church with the
human body. The church is not a social club where people go to
socialize. In the church, the people gather together in order to function
as a body.

In the body, every part has a function and role. Everyone has to
do their job, otherwise there will be a breakdown in the body.

The Holy Spirit has given the church of God with many different
gifts. These gifts are spiritual in nature, also called "grace
gifts"(charismata). This is what the apostle Paul has in mind when he
says that as a church we are like a body.

The Holy Spirit gives all believers at least one spiritual gift (1
Cor. 12:11). We see that they are divine in nature. These spiritual gifts
are skills and abilities, instruments God gives us so that we could
carry out his purposes for us in the church. They are liberally given by
the Spirit. They are not to be prayed for or is earned, our spiritual gifts
are natural for us to play-ones we are thrilled and excited to practiced.

For example, a person with the gift of mercy will find it natural
to show compassion to another person. It's as natural as breathing. For
one who has the gift of hospitality, opening his home to people would
be a great joy.

God will not make you do something that you are incapable of.
The usual problem with us is that we do not recognize at once what
our gifts are. To do this, we need to expose ourselves to the ministry
by volunteering our services. This will be confirmed by the body. God
has given each of us abilities and capabilities, we should not hesitate
to be used of God. Every part of the body is useful.

In the body, nobody is to be above others and be proud. The
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reason God has gifted us is that this is to be exercised for the benefit
of the whole body. Our actions should benefit all.

The apostle never gave us a complete listing of the spiritual gifts.
But let me try to enumerate them (see Rom.12: 6-8;1 Cor. 12-14; Eph.
4:11): Apostleship, prophecy, evangelism, pastor-teacher, teaching,
administration, exhortation, faith, giving, helps, mercy, knowledge,
wisdom, discerning of spirits, miracles, healing, speaking in tongues,
interpretation of tongues.

It is now for us to discover what our gift is and use it for the

glory of God. Let us exercise it for the binding up of the church.
sfe sfesfesteste st sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfesfe e e e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfesfesfesheshe e sfe sfe sfe sfesfesfestesheshe e sl sfe sfe sfe ke

PRAISE THE LOBD!

Anonymous
There's a little old Christian lady living next door to an atheist.
Every morning the lady comes out onto her front porch and shouts
“Praise the Lord!”

The atheist yells back, "There is no God."

She does this every morning with the same result. As time goes on
the lady runs into financial difficulties and has trouble buying food.
She goes out onto the porch and asks God for help with groceries,
then says "Praise the Lord."

The next morning she goes out onto the porch and there’s the
groceries she’s asked for, of course she says “’Praise the Lord.”

The atheist jumps out from behind a bush and says, “Ha, I bought
those groceries - there’s no God.”

The lady looks at him and smiles; she shouts "Praise the Lord! -
Not only did you provide for me Lord, you made Satan pay for the
groceries!!"
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1. The habit of good personal hygiene during the flu pandemic
should be shouted from the rooftop.
2. Though he tries to keep a lid on the scandalous affair, the tabloid
newspaper proclaimed it at the housetop anyway.
3. This ingenious strategy to combat terrorism should be proclaimed
from the housetops.
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