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COMING TO TERMS WITH THE HARD TIMES
2 Corinthians 4:7-11

A pastor worked very hard in his church, but he saw hardly any
results. Some people in his church also gave him a hard time and then he
got very sick. Eventually he resigned and gave up being a pastor. A

friend asked him why and he said, “I believed that if I was doing God’s
will, everything would go well and I would be successful. Things didn’t
go well and I wasn’t successful, so I felt I was not doing what God
wanted.”

A lot of Christians believe that if they work hard at their Christian
life and do according to God’s will, everything will go well and they
will be successful. And if they follow Jesus and seek to obey Him, they
won’t suffer, get sick, lose their jobs, be poor, and going through tough
times. Jesus said to His followers in John 16:33: “In this world you will
have trouble, hardships, difficulties.” 2 Tim 3:12: “Whoever wants to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” Why does
God allow us to go through tough times?

1. TO GET OUR ATTENTION

In the Old Testament whenever God blessed the Jews and they
became wealthy and comfortable and everything went well, they soon
drifted away from God because they didn’t feel they really needed Him.
They couldn’t be bothered following God or obeying His commands.
They became wrapped up in their material wealth and pleasure. God
allowed suffering to come upon His people to shake them and wake
them up and bring them back to Himself.

Jesus warned that when we place wealth, success and pleasure over
God, those desires will push God out of our lives. He will use this
recession to shake and wake Christians up especially those who have
drifted away from Him and gone after mammon, material things,
success and worldly pleasures.

2. TO SHOW US HE LOVES US.
Hebrews 12:5-11: "When the Lord corrects you don't be
discouraged. The Lord corrects the people he loves and disciplines



those he calls his own.” Be patient when you are being corrected!
This is how God treats his children. Don't all parents correct their
children? If God doesn't, you don't really belong to him. But God
corrects us for our own good, because he wants us to be like Jesus. It
is never fun to be corrected. In fact, it is always painful. But if we
learn to obey by being corrected, we will do right and live at peace.

3. TO MAKE US EXAMINE OURSELVES

One purpose of the communion is to come before the Lord and
examine our lives to ensure our relationship is right with God and with
each other. Paul said in I Corinthians 11:27-32 “That is why you
should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the cup.
For if you eat the bread or drink the cup while bringing dishonour to
Jesus and His people you are eating and drinking God’s judgment
upon yourself. That is why many of you are weak and sick and some
have even died.”

4. TO BREAK OUR PRIDE

God calls us to humble ourselves, but if we won’t, He will, using
difficulties, failure, pain and suffering, if necessary. Luke 14:11
"Everyone who exalts themselves will be humbled." James 4:6-7 "God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Submit yourselves
therefore to God."

A very well known pastor in the USA found that his son was taking
drugs and he was so embarrassed because it shamed him in the eyes of
his congregation. He began praying that God would get his son off drugs
and change him. The Lord said, "You are more concerned about what
people think of you than you are about your son. You deal with your
pride and your selfishness and then I will deal with your son."

6. TO MAKE US DEPEND ON HIM.

When you have been a Christian for a while, it’s easy to think that
you are strong enough to handle things on your own, relying on your
knowledge and experience and not so much on God. It’s easy to think
that you don’t need to pray as much, becoming arrogant and
self-confident. If so, God will often allow things to go wrong. In 2
Corinthians 12:7-10, Paul says that God allowed him to have difficulty
in his life to stop him from becoming proud and self-confident. And
Paul prayed three times for God to remove this problem in his life but
God told him that he should realise how much he needed to depend on
Him for power and strength. “My grace is all you need. My power is
made perfect in your weakness.” And Paul thanked God for that
problem because it made him depend more on God.

7. TO BUILD OUR FAITH

1 Peter 1:6-7 “Even though you have to go through many testing
times for a little while. These hard times have come to prove that your
faith is genuine and will result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus
returns.” James 1:3 “The testing of your faith builds patience and
perseverance which helps you to grow up spiritually and become more
like Jesus. A mother eagle teaches her eaglets to fly by pulling the soft
feathers out of the nest so that the thorns make it very uncomfortable for
the chicks to stay there. She then pushes them out of the nest and to the
end of the cliff face and then over the edge. God uses trying times to
edify our faith, pushing us out of our comfortable nests and obey Him.

8. TO PREPARE US FOR MINISTRY
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 “God is our merciful Father and the source of

all encouragement.” He encourages us in all our troubles so that we



can encourage others. When they are going through trials, we will be
able to give them the same encouragement God has given us. Jesus
once said to Peter, “Satan wants to put you through a time of trial like
wheat through a sieve. But I have prayed for you that your faith
should not fail. But when you have come through this time of testing,
strengthen and encourage your brothers” Luke 22:31-32. RS 2=
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