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GE/ING GENEROUSLY

Fernando C. Lua (Philippines)

How much are we to give? It is important to us Christians that
in our giving we are honoring God. Therefore, we refer to the Word
of God. Paul says in 2 Cor. 9:7 that we are to give according to what
we have decided upon in our hearts and not haphazardly. Looking
back to the Old Testament, God required His people to give back to
Him 10% of all their income. And if we are to include the other
offerings they were giving to God, they were giving up to 33% of
their income. Despite this, God was faithful in providing for all their
needs.

It is well known that William Colgate (founder of Colgate
Company), was a generous supporter of the Lord’s work. Here is his
story: At the age of 16, William left home to seek his fortune in the
city. His family was too poor to support him. The only trade he
knew then was soap and candle making. He met an old man who
prayed for him and advised him: “Someone will soon be the leading
soap-maker in New York. It can be you as well as someone else.
Be a good man, give your heart to Christ, pay the Lord all that belongs
to Him, make an honest soap; give a full pound, and I’m certain you’ll
be a prosperous and rich man.”

Into the city, he remembered the old man’s words, and though
poor and lonesome, he joined a Christian church. The first dollar
earned, he gave 10 cents to God. Ten cents of every dollar were
sacred to the Lord. Having regular employment, he soon became a
partner and later sole owner of the business. He made an honest soap,
gave a full pound and instructed his bookkeeper to open an account with the
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Lord of 10% of all income. The business grew, so he gave 20%, 30%, 40%,
50% and finally he gave all 100% of his income.

How much am I giving to the Lord? Remember the words of
Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

The least that we are to give should be 10%. The Christian is
called to be generous. Even after giving 10% to the Lord, one does
not own the 90% so that he can do whatever he wants with it. The
90% 1is still God’s money. It is entrusted to us as stewards. How
we apportion the 90% to our needs matters much to the Lord.

Many Christians struggle with this principle of stewardship.
Oftentimes we act as though everything was a result of our own
efforts. We become self-centered and think only of what we want. We
spend more for ourselves rather than think of what we can give back
to God or to those in need. This should not be our lifestyle. Remember
the principle, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly” (2
Cor. 9:6).

May we be found faithful and generous stewards of the Lord’s
resources. Proverbs 22:9 says, “A generous man will himself be
blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.”

>k sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skoske sk sk sk skt sk sk sk skt sk sk sk skt sk sk sk sk skt skokoskoskok skokeskokosk

4-wheeled Christians Anonymous

“Have you ever heard of a 4-wheeled Christian?”

“What’s a 4-wheeled Christian?”

“He comes to church three times in his life. The first time in a
pram for baptism when he was born, the second one in a limousine for

the wedding and the last one in a hearse for his funeral.”
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