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RINISEIN G WELL
Fernando C. Lua (Philippines)

Most of us would like our lives to count for that which is good.
Many strive to get the best there is in life. Many die trying their best.

There are some people who start giving their best but end up a
mess in society. We have numerous examples of these. We have a
former president who was a respected person at the beginning. Now
many people look at him negatively, as one who through his power
amassed a great wealth illegally.

As Christians, we are given a warning such as this by the Apostle
Paul, “You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you
from obeying the truth?”’(Gal. 5:7) The Galatian Christians were
beginning to turn away from their faith when at first they were very
zealous. Paul was asking them, “what is the reason for this?”

Reading the lives of the kings of Israel and Judah in the Old
Testament, we will see the same thing happening. One would start out
as very zealous for the Lord but end up an apostate. A very good
illustration is King Asa of Judah (see 2 Chr. 14-16. His life story
started like this, “Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the
LORD his God.” He caused a revival in Judah. The foreign gods were
destroyed and all the detestable idols. He even had the courage to
depose his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother
because she was causing the people to prostitute themselves to Baal
through the Asherah pole. He was fully committed to the Lord. God
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also blessed him so that there was no war until the thirty-fifth year of
his reign. The land had total peace.

Then came the turn around in his old age. He feared Israel, the
Northern tribes, so he made an unholy alliance with Ben-hadad, king
of Aram. God hates this kind of alliances. He wants his people to trust
in Him and to fear no one. God rebuked him for this act through the
prophet Hanani. But Asa did not repent, instead he was so enraged he
put Hanani in prison and even oppressed some of the people. God
sought to discipline him through a foot disease. But Asa did not repent
and hardened his heart until the day he died, what a tragic ending to a
potentially great life.

In stark contrast is the Apostle Paul’s life. Even though he
suffered a lot of hardships throughout his life which not one of us
would like to experience, he kept on trusting in the Lord. It was the
Lord who gave him strength despite the fact that even his own friends
deserted him when he needed them most (2 Tim. 4:16-18). Thus he
could say towards the end of his life, “I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for
me the crown of righteousness” (2 Tim. 4: 7 > 8).

We Filipinos face the same problem in life. We have the “ningas
kugon” attitude, good at the beginning but have the difficulty of
finishing well. But as Christians, we must always be motivated by the
Lord’s presence with us and the anticipation that we will be with Him
forever and see Him face to face. Do not allow your relationship with
Christ be just another chapter in your life. Let it now be the whole
book with a very good ending.
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