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A LIVING SACRIFICE

Fernando C. Lua (Philippines)

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual
act of worship.” Romans 121

God has been so good to us. He has wonderful plans for us. It is
now dependent on us knowing His plans and living a life of obedience
to Him. Our obedience to God is our response to what God has done
for us and for all men through Jesus. Our motive is gratitude for God’s
goodness as revealed through Christ.

This is to say that all truly Christian moral endeavor is
God-centered. God is the force behind our actions. Our obedience is
not done for our own enhancement, or out of a selfish motivation that
we will be lifted up above others. It is not done so that God will be
obliged to bless us because we have done good as compared to the
Santa Claus mentality that you’d better be good in order to receive
what you wish for.

As the Apostle Paul now exhorts us — “in view of God’s mercy,”
we are to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God as an act of worship. “In view of God’s mercy” refers to all that
God has done for us which in the book of Romans refers to His
making us righteous through Jesus’ death on the cross. He forgave us
our sins and gave us a new life to live.

Now, in light of all these, it is but proper for us, as a token of
gratitude, to now offer our whole life to Him. It is just like a “sacrifice”
-14-



as it was done in the Old Testament. There the whole animal was
burnt up or consumed, signifying that we are to totally surrender
everything to God (our body, mind, soul). God already owns us by
creation and redemption. But what great joy will there be when God
sees us voluntarily surrendering our lives to Him.

This is significant in that the Apostle Paul also says that we are to
offer unto God not just living but holy and well-pleasing sacrifices.
We are not only set apart for God’s use but we now have the
obligation to strive to be and do what is in accord with His character.

As we constantly offer ourselves in all concrete living as a
sacrifice to God, it becomes our “reasonable” or “spiritual” worship.
For true worship includes the giving of our whole-hearted
commitment to obey God, not just doing the action or the ritual of
worship itself. To God, a worship offered unto Him that is just a lip
service without the heart is detestable, as both the prophets Isaiah and
Amos reiterate (Isa. 1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24). God wants nothing less
than our total surrender to Him.

This section of Romans, from chapters 12-15 shows us the kind
of lifestyle God desires us to live. God wants us to be a united
people, a people showing love and care for each other, and
understanding each others’ weaknesses. The Christian community that
God envisions for today is one characterized by harmony. It is to be a

mini-version of the heavenly life itself.

The question now for each of us is this: Are we living in such a
way that we are fully dedicated to obeying God? Are we experiencing
the heavenly life here on earth as we commit ourselves to doing God’s
will? -15-
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